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Soy Señor Berg.

¡Hola!  Me llamo Señor Berg.  Estoy 

emocionado de conocer a Ustedes este año.  

Este año es mi decimotercero año 

enseñando el español aquí en el Colegio de 

GC.  En mi casa, vivo con mi esposa (Sra. 

Berg), mi hijo de 6 años (Bradley), mi hija 

de 3 años (Charlotte) y mis perros (Oscar & 

Paisley).  Tengo 6 gallinas también.  En mis 

ratos libres a mí me gusta  pasar el tiempo 

con mis hijos,  ir a acampar y trabajar en el 

jardín.  ¡Vamos a tener un buen año!

Español 4

~con Sr. Berg

~en salón 103
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Para pensar…

¿Cuáles son los temas 

que te interesan?

Course Overview
Throughout this course, the following topics will 

be covered...

The Culture of Spain & Latin America

             

Geography          

Historical Background

Customs

Food

Music and Dance

Traditions

Literature

 

The Study of the Language

Pronunciation Review

Translations

Grammar Review

Conversations

Listening Comprehensions

Current Events
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Classroom 
Procedures

1. Students in-school are to arrive to class and 
be seated in assigned seats on time.  Remote 
students are to login to digital platform on 
time.  Unexcused lateness will not be tolerated.
2. A. In-school students: Upon entering the 
classroom, students are to put their cell phones   
away, then sit in their assigned seats and 
begin working on the ‘Do-Now’ assignment.
 B. Remote Students: Upon logging into the 
virtual classroom, students are to have their 
cameras turned on and their microphones 
muted.  Be sure to be dressed appropriately 
and positioned in an appropriate setting.  Begin 
working on the ‘Do-Now’ assignment.  

3. In-school and remote students are expected 
to demonstrate respect, impulse control, 
compassion, and equity.  At all times, students 
are expected to demonstrate kindness.

4. Every effort will be made to conduct the 
class in the target language.  Students will be 
expected to communicate in Spanish throughout 
the period.  Please be sure to raise your hand 
when asking and answering questions.  Calling 
out will not be tolerated.

 
5. Unless prior permission is given, Food, 
beverages and gum are not permitted in class.

6. It is your responsibility to get all missed 
notes, assignments, and homework assignments 
due to any absences.

7. All school policies/procedures, including those 
pertaining to Covid-19 safety must be followed 
at all times.
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NOTE:
*Consequences will be given if procedures are not followed:

~Verbal Warning~Student Conference~Detention and call home~Referral to an Assistant Principal*This pertains to ALL students, both in-school or remote.
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Needed Materials...

Bring with me to class 

everyday!

~ Charged laptop or Chromebook

~ Headphones / earbuds

~ Personal supply of tissues

~ Personal supply of hand 

sanitizer

~ Binder w/ paper or notebook

~ Pens / pencils



Table of 

Contents

Tests & Quizzes

~ Quizzes will be given throughout the week   
on material given during that period of time.

~ Tests will be given at the completion of 
every topic and/or unit of study.

~ Dates and material that will be tested will 
be announced in advance.

~ All tests and quizzes missed due to 
legitimate absence are to be made up within 
a three day period from the date of the test 
or quiz.  It is the student’s responsibility to 
make arrangements to take the quiz/test 
that he/she missed during his/her absence.  If 
a test or quiz is missed and not made up, a 
zero will be averaged into the quarterly 
test grade.

~ PLEASE NOTE: Since advanced notice is 
given, absence the day before a test or quiz 
is not an acceptable excuse for not taking 
the exam upon return to school.

*IMPORTANT: Assessments may be given digitally and/or on paper at the teacher’s discretion. Any assessments given on paper will not be returned for up to 2 weeks.
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Homework

~ If you miss a homework assignment, you may 
hand it in the next day for half credit.  It is 
your responsibility to show me the made up 
assignment.

~ The homework assignment for each day will 
be written on the board and posted to Google 
Classroom  It is your responsibility to write it in 
your (digital) agenda.

~ Homework will be assigned about 4 times 
a week.  Usually there will be no homework 
on Fridays unless it is an assignment that 
requires more than one night to complete.

~ If you are absent, you must make up the 
assignment.  It is your responsibility to find 
out about the assignment from a classmate 
or myself.  
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~ Class participation is an integral part to 
succeeding in this course.

~ Each day, students will have the 
opportunity to participate in class discussions 
and oral review. (Note: Usually, discussion and 
oral review will be conducted in the target 
language.)

~ Class participation also includes coming to 
class on time, prepared and ready to learn.  
Unexcused lateness and coming to class 
without daily required materials will affect 
the participation grade.

~ Students will be expected to participate in 
cooperative learning groups throughout the 
year.

~ Students are expected to ask and answer 
questions, as well as read and speak in the 
target language when called upon.

Class Participation

IMPORTANT!

*These expectations must be met both when 
attending class in-school and remotely.
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Extra Help
~ Extra-Help is available to all students. 
 
~ I will be available on Tuesday mornings from 
6:50 to 7:30 in Room 103 and by Google Meet.

~ Students are encouraged to take advantage 
of this time to ask questions, review for a 
quiz/exam, or to clarify the material learned in 
class.

Extra Help

-Tuesdays

-Room 103 

-Google Classroom

-6:50 am to 7:30 am
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~Both Google and Google Applications for 
Education (GAFE) will be used throughout 
this course.  This will be discussed further in 
class.  However, please know that checking 
your “Google Classroom” everyday needs to 
become part of your daily educational 
routine.

~Google Classroom will be used throughout 
this course for important announcements, 
reminders and online lessons.  

~ Class codes for these applications will be 
given at a later time during class.

Google & GAFE

Google Meet & Zoom

~Google Meet and/or Zoom will be used this 

school year for any “live streaming” and for 

virtual meetings.

~When meeting virtually, students are expected 

to follow proper online etiquette, which includes 

but is not limited to wearing appropriate attire, 

being situated in an appropriate setting and 

following the same rules as in the school building.

~Unless instructed otherwise, at the start of any 

virtual class session, students must enter the 

session with their cameras on and with their 

microphones muted.

**Note: Some virtual lessons may be recorded.  

Students will notified prior to recording.

Videos on Digital Citizenship:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbbuLFUSd0A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-N7lRYMmbXU


Table of 

Contents

Grading Policy

Projects / Presentations / 
Writing Assignments

50%

Tests / Quizzes 25%

Class Participation / 
Remote Attendance

15%

Homework 10%

St. John’s University

Grade Conversion Chart:

A=  96-100%
A- = 90-95
B+=  87-89
B=    83-86
B-=  80-82
C+=  77-79
C=    73-76
C-=  70-72
D+= 65-69
D=   60-64
F=    Below 60
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We are offering qualified high school juniors/seniors 

who would like to continue their German, Italian, 

Latin and Spanish language studies the 

opportunity to earn college credit through the St. 

John's University College Advantage Program.  

College Admissions officers want to see that 

students take the most rigorous coursework 

available to them.   By continuing their language 

study through the capstone course at Garden City 

High School, students are able to provide evidence 

to college admissions officers that they have 

studied language at the highest level offered.

 

The curriculum, which was written by members of 

our language department, has been approved by 

St. John’s University.  The College Courses will 

continue to build on the Interpretive, Interpersonal 

and Presentational Modes of language learning.  

Each course is one semester in length and 

students who continue their study of a World 

Language in their senior year will therefore 

have the potential to earn six college credits; 

that is, three credits per college semester.  A 

student must remain in the course for the entire 

school year; however, he/she may opt not to 

take the course for college credit but for high 

school credit.  It is to be noted that if the course 

is being taken for college credit, as per SJU 

policy, the student must take the fall semester 

as a prerequisite to the spring semester.  Please 

be advised that there are Colleges/Universities 

that may not accept the college credit.  

Therefore, it is the student’s responsibility to call 

the college/university to ensure that the 

credit(s) will be accepted, not Garden City High 

School.   We will also grant college weight (1.06) 

to our College Courses.  As with any other 

course, should your child be having any difficulty, 

his/her teacher will be more than happy to 

provide the necessary help; however, your child 

will have to seek the teacher’s assistance. 

St. John’s University
College Advantage Program

CONTINUE → 
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St. John’s University
College Advantage Program

To qualify for the college program, St. John’s 

requires that at the time of registration in 

September and January, juniors have a minimum 

of an 85 percent average in the five core subjects 

(World Language, English, Math, Science, and 

Social Studies).  Students will initially enroll for the 

course through their school counselor.  However, 

the student will need to officially register via the 

SJU website by the due dates which are indicated 

below.  Please be advised that the registration 

fee is non-refundable.  College Advantage 

students who later enroll in St. John's University 

will receive a $2,000 tuition grant for each of the 

four years of their undergraduate study.  Any 

student who chooses to attend another 

college/university must request from St. John’s 

that an official transcript be sent to the 

college/university of his/her choice.  This is the 

responsibility of the student, not of Garden City 

High School.   It is to be noted that when taking a 

college course, the University considers the 

student an adult; therefore, the request for a 

transcript must be made by the student, not the 

parent/guardian.    CONTINUE →
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St. John’s University
College Advantage Program · St. John’s will issue both electronic and paper bills 

(both will be sent to the contact information the 

student provided on the online application)

·The paper bill will include courses in which student is 

registered

· Both the electronic and paper bills will contain 

instructions regarding how to submit payment

· Student submits payment upon receipt of bill and 

upon receipt of payment enrollment will be 

complete. Payment deadline is October 7, 2020.  As 

per SJU, there are no exceptions for extending the 

deadline.

· Failure to remit payment to SJU will result in 

courses being dropped and registration rescinded.

 

· As per SJU, once dropped from a course for 

non-payment, students will not be reinstated nor be 

permitted to enroll in a spring course as the fall term 

is the prerequisite.

Registration Requirements: 

· Students must meet the above mentioned criteria.

 

· Students must register via SJU website. 

www.stjohns.edu/ApplyCA  This is the responsibility  

of the student- not the teacher, not GCHS.

· On the Drop down choose Spa 1010C- Elementary 

Spanish Level I- Michael Berg

· After completing the online application, SJU will 

process the application (this will take approximately 

1 week)

· Student submits application between August 24 

and September 30, 2020

·St. John's will process the application (this will take 

approximately one week)

CONTINUE →

http://www.stjohns.edu/ApplyCA
http://www.stjohns.edu/ApplyCA
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St. John’s University

College Advantage Program

How to request a transcript:

Please be advised that if your child took the 

course for College Credit, in July, it is the 

responsibility of the student to contact SJU to 

request an official transcript.   Your child can 

download the transcript at:

https://www.stjohns.edu/sites/default/files/uploa

ds/181003_ca_transcript_request-3.pdf

Once completed, it can be mailed to the address 

at the top of the transcript form (QUEENS 

CAMPUS)

SJU Grading Chart (Click Here)

PLEASE NOTE:
In the College-level Spanish course, we would 
like to have the students view some 
contemporary Spanish-language films in class.   
Please be advised that all movies are 
previewed and every effort is made to choose 
PG-13 movies.   While they are excellent films 
and pertain to the topics of study, some are 
“R-rated” due to, for example, strong 
language.  A list of films are listed on our 
department webpage- 
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/9063

*Once you have reviewed all of the 
course guidelines, please click the 
appropriate link below to digitally sign:

Important Dates:
Application Deadline: October 9, 2020
Payment Deadline: October 15, 2020

Students 

Click Here!
Parents/Guardians 

Click Here!

https://www.stjohns.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/181003_ca_transcript_request-3.pdf
https://www.stjohns.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/181003_ca_transcript_request-3.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/9063
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/9063
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrpggBQmt4nJ1c1GGKprGYrPemS0GpkmNZYt2X7VDciXVwIQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrpggBQmt4nJ1c1GGKprGYrPemS0GpkmNZYt2X7VDciXVwIQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2g_sERZVod8ygjsypx64KRNojnalu7j_iqMqpSxNpPqcE4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2g_sERZVod8ygjsypx64KRNojnalu7j_iqMqpSxNpPqcE4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrpggBQmt4nJ1c1GGKprGYrPemS0GpkmNZYt2X7VDciXVwIQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrpggBQmt4nJ1c1GGKprGYrPemS0GpkmNZYt2X7VDciXVwIQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2g_sERZVod8ygjsypx64KRNojnalu7j_iqMqpSxNpPqcE4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2g_sERZVod8ygjsypx64KRNojnalu7j_iqMqpSxNpPqcE4Q/viewform?usp=sf_link

